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Working Definition of the Role and Mission of the Prophets

Prophets were called by God to declare the judgment of God upon the nations and the people and to remind
the people of God’s steadfast faithfulness and to promise God’s eventual and complete redemption of Israel
and establishment of peace among the nations.

Two Call Stories
Compare and contrast the stories of Jeremiah’s call and Isaiah’s call. What is similar? What is different? How do
they help you understand the role of the prophet?

Jeremiah 1:1-10 - Jeremiah’s Call

The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, to whom
the word of the Lord came in the days of King Josiah son of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.
It came also in the days of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of King
Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month. Now the word of the Lord
came to me saying, ‘Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and before you were born | consecrated you;
| appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then | said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly | do not know how to speak, for | am
only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, ‘Do not say, “l am only a boy”; for you shall go to all to whom | send you,
and you shall speak whatever | command you. Do not be afraid of them,

for | am with you to deliver you, says the Lord. Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the
Lord said to me, ‘Now | have put my words in your mouth. See, today | appoint you over nations and over
kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant’

Isaiah 6:1-8 - Isaiah’s Call

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe
filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And |
said: ‘Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had
been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this
has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then | heard the voice of the Lord
saying, ‘Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?’ And | said, ‘Here am |; send me!’



Amos, the High Priest Amaziah, and King Jereboam (one of the wicked kings of Israel).

Read this story of Amos' confrontation with the “powers that be'" in the northern kingdom and then think
about how it shapes our understanding of the call and role of the prophet and what purpose they served in the
life of Israel... and in our own lives.

Amos 7:7-9
This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in
his hand. And the Lord said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And | said, ‘A plumb-line.” Then the Lord said,

‘See, | am setting a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel; | will never again pass them by; the high places
of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and | will rise against the
house of Jeroboam with the sword!’

7:10-13

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in
the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said,
“Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.”’

And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy
there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom

7:14-17
Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘Il am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but | am a herdsman, and a dresser of
sycomore trees, and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, “Go, prophesy to my
people Israel.”
‘Now therefore hear the word of the Lord.
You say, “Do not prophesy against Israel,
and do not preach against the house of Isaac.”
Therefore, thus says the Lord:
“Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city,
and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword,
and your land shall be parcelled out by line;
you yourself shall die in an unclean land,
and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.” ’

Next Session:
Jeremiah: Prophet of Lament & Faithfulness with Pastor Dixon



